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Gervasio Illiano 
“Città e territorio nella penisola di Misenum” 
 
 
Summary in English 
 
The aim of the present work consists in carrying out for the first time a study of the settlement dynamics 
of the peninsula between Baiae and Misenum, an area located in the Phlegraean Fields, at the north-
western extremity of the Gulf of Naples. This area was intensely frequented in Roman age and extremely 
rich in archaeological evidence, some of which are still little known or substantially unpublished. 
The history of archaeological research in this area starts with the first journeys of the firsts Italian and 
European intellectuals: from Pietro da Eboli, passing through Petrarca and Boccaccio, up to the illustrious 
protagonists of the Grand Tour, the Kingdom of Naples and the Phlegraean Fields will be a fixed stage in the 
cultural formation of the European elite. This long tradition of travel has left us a rich series of reports, 
descriptions and diaries that - together with a rich and valuable corpus of illustrations and maps - still 
represents a fundamental source for the reconstruction of the ancient local landscape. Subsequent 
researches favours aspects linked to the imposing thermal architecture as well as to the rich maritime villas 
of the Gulf. This tradition of studies on the one hand has implemented our knowledge of the villa society and 
of the Phlegraean archaeological heritage; on the other hand, has - perhaps unconsciously - brought to light 
very important data for topographical reconstruction. However, a systematic approach study of the ancient 
settlement dynamics has never been attempted and some questions remains. 
The present work intended to fill this gap critically analysing the settlement in the territory of Roman 
Misenum. Adapting the well codified methodology of landscape research to the urbanization visibility 
limits of the area, the research was divided into several steps:  

• a first phase of bibliographic and archive research, aimed at collecting as much data as possible; 
• a series of field research, surveys within a highly urbanized area, in order to identify and record 
the archaeological structures that make up the archaeological landscape; 
• furthermore, a campaign of geophysical surveys in an area near to the harbour and the Forum 
has made it possible to obtain preliminary data on the organization of the civil and political heart 
of the municipium. 

The considerable amount of information obtained in the first phases of the research has been put into 
a GIS geodatabase with which a new archaeological map of the territory was drawn up. This tool, that 
represents the first GIS of Misenum, has also made it possible to carry out various experiments of spatial 
analysis aimed at solving some of the starting questions. Among these, the case of the correct 
localization of the ancient village of Bauli is emblematic: with the use of viewshed analysis - profitably 
integrated with a critical reading of the sources and archaeological data - it has been possible to 
demonstrate that this toponym is to be located near Bacoli historic centre. Furthermore, with the use 
of cost path analysis, the ancient road network in the territory has been investigated in detail 
highlighting the need to make movements faster and cheaper; this criterion - it has been possible to 
prove- has also been followed by the modern and contemporary road network that has maintained the 
ancient path over the centuries. 

The results obtained during this work have satisfied the starting questions, allowing a better 
understanding of the dynamics of territorial organization of the city of Misenum, shedding light on the 
following points: 
• Spatial relationship between urban centre, port district and periphery; 
• Organization of the extra-urban territory between maritime villas and productive suburbs; 
• Organization and social and spatial relations between the city and the military community; 



• Contextualization of the Misenum within the territorial setting of the Gulf of Naples. 
The progress made during this work allows us to have a greater degree of knowledge of a very interesting 
area from an urbanistic point of view; moreover, the present study and the GIS cartography produced 
will serve as a starting point for orienting future research towards the resolution of those questions that 
the nature of the data still does not allow to clarify. 


